;8 HIGHTS OF MAN. " Part II 

fowercd to that amount upon eftates under two or three thoufand 
a year. 

On fmall and middtingeilates it is lighter (as it is intended to 
be) than the commutation tax. It is not till after feven or eight 
thoufand a year that it begins to be heavy. The objefl is not 
io much the produce of the tax, as the juilice of the meafure. 
The ariflocracy has fcreened itfelf too much, and this ferves to 
rellore a part of the loll equilibrium. 

As an inllance of its fcreening itfelf, it is only necelTary to 
Icok back to the firll eftablilhment of the excife laws, at what is 
called the Relloration, or the coming of Charles the Second. 
The arillocratical intereft then in power, commuted the feudal 
fervioes itfelf was under by laying a tax on beer brewed for fale 
that is, they compounded with Charles for an exemption from 
thofe fer vices for themfelves and their heirs, by a tax to be paid 
by other people. The ariflocracy do not purchafe beer brewed 
for fale, but brew their own beer free of the duty, and if any 
commutation at that time were neceflary, it ought to have been 
at the expence of ihofe for whom the exemptions from thofe fer- 
vices vVere intended * ; inllead of which it was thrown on aa en- 
tire different dafs of men. 

But the chief objedl of this progreflive tax (befides the judice 
of rendering taxes more equal than they are) is, as already Hated, 
to extirpate the overgrown influence arifing from the unnatural 
law of primogeniture, and which is one of the principal fources 
of corruption at eledions. 

It would be attended with no good confequences to enquira 
how fuch vaH eftates as thirty, forty, or fifty thoufand a year 
could commence, and thit at a time when commerce and manu- 
laflures were not in a Hate to admit of fuch acquifitions. Let it 
be lufiicient to remedy the evil by putting them in a condition of 
defeending again to the community, by the quiet means of ap- 
portioning them among all the heirs and heireHes of thofe fami- 
lies. This svill be the more neceflary, becaufe hitherto the ariflo- 
cracy have quartered their younger children and connexions upon 
the public in ufelefs poHs, places, and offices, which when abo- 
liihed will leave them dcHitute, unlefs the law of primogeniture 
be alfo aboHflied or fuperceded. 

A progrcfljve tax will, in a great meafure, efFeX this objeX, 
and that as a matter of intereH to the parties moil immediately 
concerned, as. will be feen by the following table; which fliews 
the nett produce upon every eHate, after fubtraXing the tax. By 
this it will appear, that after an eHate exceeds thirteen or four- 
teen thoufand a year, the remainder produces but little profit to 
the holder, and confequently will pafs either to the younger 
children, or to other kindred. 

» The tax oubeer brewed for fale, from which thfrariftocracy are exempt* 
is almoHone million more than theprefent commutation tax, being by the 
returns of 1788, 1,666,1 52I. and confcqucntly they ought to take on 
rhcmfelyes the amount of the commutation tax, asthey are already exemp- 
ted from one which is one mililon greater, 
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RIGHTS OF MAN. 

TABLE III. 

Shewing the nett produce of every eHate from one thoufand t© 
twenty- three thoufand pounds a year. 


of thoufands 

Total rax 

Nett produce. 

per ann. 

fubtraXed. 


1000 

21 

979 

2000- 

59 

J941 

3000 

J09 

2891 

4000 

1 84 

381.6 

1^000 

284 

47 ^ ^ 

6000 

434 

5566 

7000 

^'34 

6366 

3 coo 

880 

7120 

9000 

1 100 

78 20 

10,000 

1 :;30 

8470 

1 1 ,000 

19:10 

5070 

r2,oeo 

2380 

9620 

13,000 

2880 

10,1 20 

14,000 

3430 

10,570 

i'5,ooo 

4030 

10,970 

16,000 

4680 

11,320 

1 7, oca 

53S0 

1 1,620 

iSjOoo 

6130 

11,870 

1 0,000 

6930 

12,170 

20,000 

7780 

I 2,220 

21,000 

86S0 

12,320 

2 2 ,000 

9630 

12,370 


^3,000 10,630 

N. B. The odd Hulllngs are droppea .a mis table. 

According to this table, an eflate cannot produce mo^-e than 
12,370!. clear of the land tax and the progreflivet tax, and there- 
fore the dividing fuch eHares will follow as a matter of family inte- 
reH. An eHaic of 23,000!. a year, divided intoi five cHates of 
four thoufand each, and one of tnrec, will be charged only i laql. 
w'hich is but five pey cent, but if held by one poflbflbr will be 
charge 10 630I. 

Altliough an enquiry into the origin of thofe eHates be unne- 
cefl'ary, the continuation of them in ikeir prelent Hate is another 
fubjtX. it is a matter of national concern. As hereditary 
eHaies, the law has created the evil, and it ought alfo to provide 
tlie remedy. Pri>nogeniture ought to be abodilied, net only be- 
caufe it is unnatural and unjuH, but becaufe the country luHers 
bv its operation. By cutting off (as before oblerved) tne younger 
children from their proper portion of inheritance, the public is 
loaded with the exper.ee of maintalr.ing them ; and the freedom 
of eleXions violated by the overbearing influence which this un- 
juH monopoly of family property produces. Nor is t.ais all. It 
cccafl^ns a waHe of national property. A confiderable part of 
the land of the country is rendered unproductive by tnt great ex- 
tent of parks and chafes which this lav/ ferves to keep up, and 
this at a time 'when the-ann.ua! produXion cf grain is not.equil 
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